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Introduction

This voluntary Code of Good Practice is applicable to all companies
using brominated flame retardants in the plastics sector, as well as
to manufacturers and importers of brominated flame retardants

supplying this market. While there is no statutory obligation to adopt
this Code, in doing so companies demonstrate their commitment to go
beyond compliance with current legislation, as well as to continuous
improvement. By following the advice in the Code, a company can make
significant improvements in its environmental performance whilst
reducing operating costs.

This Code has been developed jointly by the British Plastics Federation
(BPF) and the Bromine Science and Environmental Forum (BSEF).

The UK Environment Agency and the UK Department of Environment
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) were consulted in the production of this
Code.  However, this document should not be read as a representation
of their views.
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Brominated flame retardants (BFRs) are high production volume (HPV)
chemicals which, under the EU Existing Substances Regulation (793/93/EC),
are subject to a comprehensive European Risk Assessment. The same is true
for a number of phosphorous and chlorine based flame retardant (FR)
systems and antimony trioxide.

Further information can be found in the Safety Data Sheets (SDS) of the
respective brominated flame retardants. Although many studies indicate
that brominated flame retardants present an acceptably low risk, there are
residual concerns. 

As such, the need has been perceived for continued monitoring and
minimising of further emissions to the environment from industry. Hence,
this Code has been compiled in order to provide industry with appropriate
guidance for managing and reducing emissions.

Signatories to this Code are accorded the following benefits:

Providing regulators with the reassurance that precautions are being
taken by industry in order to manage the residual concerns associated
with the product. 

Providing an opportunity for brominated flame retardant users to
achieve cost savings as a result of greater process efficiency, lower
wastage and reduced emissions.

Background
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Don’t overlook the details; guard against mishaps that can harm personnel
and/or the environment

Don’t wear incomplete or improper clothing but report it to your shift
manager directly

Don’t store open containers outside

Don’t open windows or doors if you handle powder material,
to avoid dust spreading

Don’t treat tested quality control samples differently from
other chemical waste

Don’t wash any spills into the floor or rainwater drainage

Don’t eat, drink or smoke at your actual work place

Don’t wear working clothes going home
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Company commitment to a Code of Good Practice for the Use
of Brominated Flame Retardants in the Plastics sector

Section III

[Company name] recognises its obligations to comply with the law and to
carry out its business in the most environmentally sound manner possible,
in order to meet its responsibility to customers, shareholders, employees,
neighbours and the natural environment. We are committed to
promoting and maintaining an environmental policy to ensure that the
impact of our operations on the environment is reduced to the lowest
level practically and economically possible.

We recognize and respect Regulators’ concerns with respect to brominated
flame retardants and accordingly, are committed to implementing all
relevant portions of this “Code of Good Practice for the use of Brominated
Flame Retardants in the Plastics sector”, with a view to continuously
improving our environmental performance.

Signature

Managing Director
Company name 
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